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him. Charles knew he was in this man's power, but it amused him to embarrass his captor with a few searching questions. cc What commission have you to secure my person ? Have you nothing in writing from Sir Thomas Fairfax ? " Joyce had no desire to betray Cromwell's complicity in the plot nor the latter's neglect of his commander-in-chief's authority, and tried to evade the Bang's curiosity, but was held to the point. At last Joyce, in desperation pointing to the formidable bodyguard, said, " There is my commission." Charles smiled pleasantly. He had discovered that there was a power in the Army other than its nominal general. " It is as fair a commission and as well written as I have seen in my life," he remarked, and shortly after set out with his guard to Newmarket.
Here he was near the Army headquarters and here the principal officers came to pay their respects. All, including Cromwell, swore that Joyce had carried off the King without their knowledge or approval. " I will not believe you unless you hang Joyce," replied Charles, and, though still hoping to come to terms with Cromwell, thereafter viewed him with the deepest distrust. The Army officers no less wished to stand well with the King for the time. They knew Parliament was trying to disband the soldiers and arrest their leaders, while in the ranks a republican, communistic spirit was threatening to dissolve the regiments in anarchy. Cromwell and Ireton did everything in their power to secure the support of the King for their party against the various forces menacing it. They allowed him the ministrations of his chaplains and the pleasure